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Fall 2025
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Fall 2024

Proposed

We propose to replace Plan II (32 credit hours + comprehensive exams) with Plan III (33 credit hours). There are numerous

benefits to this change and no negative repercussions. Students say they feel comprehensive exams are not useful for them,

which sometimes steers them away from Plan II and propels them to pursue the thesis option (Plan I). This seems to be the

case even for students who wouldn't otherwise choose the thesis option. One issue with students pursuing Plan I (thesis) is

that that plan leaves almost no room for electives (only one course), which makes the students' experience narrower in terms

of coursework. Thus, the proposed change is likely to increase enrollment in our electives courses, which is something we are

striving for. More students in elective courses would be a positive outcome with no negative repercussions. We already have

sufficient faculty to teach those courses, so our proposed change will not affect hiring needs. While we want to maintain Plan

I (Thesis), this option should be reserved for students who are very driven to pursue a research project. Nowadays, it is

acceptable and common to complete an MA without doing a thesis and still pursue a PhD.

Another reason for the proposed change is that we no longer see the comprehensive exams as useful for students. For

students applying to PhD programs, the essays they write are not suitable for the writing sample that is required for PhD

applications in Linguistics. In fact, the best writing sample is more likely to emerge from a term paper written for a course.

Having more coursework, therefore, increases the opportunity to write term papers. Additionally, with respect to students who

wish to complete a terminal MA but do not wish to pursue a PhD, we do not see a need for them to complete comprehensive

exams. To ensure that MA students receive a broad background in Linguistics, we have a highly structured program that

includes numerous requirements (see below).

In sum, Plan I is excellent for students who are very research focused during their MA and have research interests that can be

undertaken at the MA level. Plan III will provide all other students with a strong background in Linguistics and will also

prepare them for PhD programs in Linguistics if this is the route they wish to take.

While we are proposing to have Plan III replace Plan II, please note that this change only involves two concrete changes: 1.

the removal of comprehensive exams from the non-thesis option, and 2. the requirement to complete 33 credits instead of 32

credits in the non-thesis option. Up until now, students who have opted for Plan II tend to complete 33 credits, as Linguistics

does not offer 2 credit or 4 credit courses. Thus, in practice, the credit change will not bring about a change in the number of

courses students will complete. Also, all requirements remain the same. As such, the change essentially consists of

removing comprehensive exams.

Note that on October 21, 2024, the faculty held a meeting and voted on the proposal, and 100% (9/9) were in favor of the

change.
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Proposed

The UNM Department of Linguistics is the only degree-granting linguistics program in one of the most multilingual and

multicultural states in the U.S. As such, it bears particular responsibilities both to the field of linguistics and to the

residents of the region it serves. The department thus has two concerns: (1) teaching and research on language structure

and use, and (2) service to society on language-related issues.

The department’s approach to linguistic theory takes a primarily cognitive-functional perspective that focuses on language

structure as interacting with language use. This orientation emphasizes the study of language typology, change, discourse,

interaction, variation, processing, and acquisition. The department is particularly concerned with the study of regional

languages (especially Native American languages and Spanish) and signed languages (American Sign Language in

particular).

The Department of Linguistics offers the M.A. degree in Linguistics under Plan I (24 semester hours of coursework plus 6

hours of thesis) or Plan III (33 hours of coursework without a thesis) according to the general regulations set forth in the

UNM Catalog, with the additional requirement that a minimum of 12 hours of 500-level courses is required under either

plan.

Existing

The UNM Department of Linguistics is the only degree-granting linguistics program in one of the most multilingual and

multicultural states in the U.S. As such, it bears particular responsibilities both to the field of linguistics and to the

residents of the region it serves. The department thus has two concerns: (1) teaching and research on language structure

and use, and (2) service to society on language-related issues.

The department’s approach to linguistic theory takes a primarily cognitive-functional perspective that focuses on language

structure as interacting with language use. This orientation emphasizes the study of language typology, change, discourse,

interaction, variation, processing, and acquisition. The department is particularly concerned with the study of regional

languages (especially Native American languages and Spanish) and signed languages (American Sign Language in

particular).

The Department of Linguistics offers the M.A. degree in Linguistics under Plan I (24 semester hours of coursework plus 6

hours of thesis) or Plan II (32 hours of coursework without a thesis) according to the general regulations set forth in the

UNM Catalog, with the additional requirement that a minimum of 12 hours of 500-level courses is required under either

plan.

Minimum prerequisites for pursuing the M.A. in Linguistics are 12 credit hours of basic linguistics, including introductory

linguistic analysis, phonetics, phonological analysis, and grammatical analysis. Deficiencies in these prerequisites may be

made up after admission to the program but such coursework may not be counted toward the degree.

Catalog Information
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Application Deadlines

Fall semester: March 31

Spring semester: October 31

Summer semester: March 31

All applications seeking financial aid must be received by December 15.
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Complete 1 of the following

Plan I (Thesis)

Complete all of the following

Complete at least 1 of the following:

LING502 - Current Approaches to Phonology (3)

LING503 - Usage-based Phonology (3)

Complete the following:

LING512 - Morphosyntax (3)

LING546 - Introduction to Language Change (3)

Complete at least 1 of the following:

LING560 - Child Language (3)

LING562 - Childhood Bilingualism (3)

LING565 - Seminar in Thought and Language (3)

LING567 - Psychology of Language (3)

LING568 - Seminar in Psycholinguistics (3)

Complete at least 1 of the following:

LING531 - Language in Society (3)

LING533 - Sociolinguistic Variation (3)

LING534 - Language and Gender (3)

A 3-credit seminar on a topic related to sociolinguistics may be substituted for the above courses.

Choose one course in two areas

Complete 2 of the following

Discourse/Syntax

Complete at least 1 of the following:

LING529 - Discourse Analysis (3)

LING535 - Language Contact (3)

Cognitive Linguistics

Complete at least 1 of the following:

LING519 - Cognitive Linguistics (3)

LING568 - Seminar in Psycholinguistics (3)

LING525 - Semantic Analysis (3)

LING519 - Cognitive Linguistics (3)

Typology

Complete at least 1 of the following:

LING511 - Language Documentation (3)

LING513 - Linguistic Field Methods (3)

LING517 - Typology and Universals (3)

LING548 - Grammaticization (3)

A seminar on a relevant topic (discourse/syntax, cognitive linguistics, or typology) may be substituted

for the above courses.

Earn at least 3 credits from the following types of courses:

The remaining required elective credit hours, i.e., electives, must be graduate-level courses in

Linguistics. These are selected by the candidate,. When appropriate to a specialization and with the

approval of the Graduate Program Director, the candidate may take specific research skills courses

Degree Requirements

Requirements



(e.g., logic or statistics), or courses from another department as part of Graduatethe Studieselective

coursework.

Earn at least 6 credits from the following:

LING599 - Master's Thesis (1 - 6)

Plan II (Non-Thesis) Plan III (Coursework)

Earn at least 32 33 credits from the following types of courses:

coursework described above excluding LING599 credits. Electives to reach degree total of 3233 credits .Plan II

students are required to take a written comprehensive examination.

Grand Total Credits: 30 - 33

Code Title

CON Natv Lang of SW Native American Languages of the Southwest

No

No

No Rules

Goal A: Breadth of Basic Knowledge

To be able to compare and evaluate linguistic theories in several core areas of linguistics

A.1. (University Student Learning Objective Alignment: Knowledge)

Students will describe basic principles of leading functional, cognitive and typological linguistic theories in phonology,

morphosyntax, semantics or discourse, and language change.

Concentrations

Program Concentrations

Concentration Required

Emphases

Emphasis required Emphasis Hours

Emphasis Rules

Program Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcomes



Goal B: Critical Understanding of the Field

To be able to critically analyze state-of-the-art research

B.1. (University SLO Alignment: Knowledge)

Students will describe the hypotheses, arguments and evidence presented in current research publications in core areas of

linguistics.

Goal C: Original Data Analysis

To develop the ability to collect and analyze naturally occurring linguistic data

C.1. (University SLO Alignment: Skills)

Students will analyze a novel set of naturally occurring data following principles of a linguistic theory.
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